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PATH 521 Introduction to the Pathogenesis of Human Disease
Course Outline
This 3-credit course focuses on reviewing current areas of medical research with emphasis on cardiovascular disease, respiratory disease and sepsis. The course consists of a series of in-person lectures given in Gourlay Conference Room, UBC Centre for Heart Lung Innovation, St. Paul’s Hospital (1081 Burrard Street, Downtown Vancouver). 
Prerequisite: Approval from the course instructor (Chun Seow) is required.
Rationale:

The course will provide students with an overview of cutting-edge research in the development of human disease with primary but not exclusive focus on molecular biological approaches.

Course Objective and Learning Outcomes:

The objective is to provide students with the ability to understand modern research techniques and how they are being applied to increase our understanding of pathogenic mechanisms. Upon completion of this course, students should be familiar with selected current research topics related to cardiovascular disease, respiratory disease and sepsis.

Course Structure:

This course will consist of a series of 21 lectures given by various faculty members to introduce new concepts and to provide an overview and examples of research in cardiovascular disease, respiratory disease and sepsis.

Context of the Course:

This is an elective course mainly for students in the Pathology and Laboratory Medicine and Experimental Medicine Graduate Programs, graduate students from other departments are also welcome. Since the course is scheduled in the summer term, the course is also open for auditing students including summer students.
Operation of the Course:

This course coordinator is Dr. Chun Seow (chun.seow@hli.ubc.ca). Students taking the course will be evaluated on their written examinations which will be graded by the lecturers of this course.  
Grading System:

Numeric (percentage).

Assessment Strategies:

Pre-reading questions (0%): Each lecturer will provide an article to read prior to their lecture. These will be sent to the students in pdf format.  Pre-reading is strongly recommended, especially for students deficient in the background knowledge related to the lectures.
Mid-term examination (50%): Students will be expected to answer 8 questions (5 marks each) submitted by the lecturers, based on the first 11 lectures of the course. The exam format is open book and the time limit is five days. 
Final examination (50%): Students will be expected to answer 8 questions (5 marks each) submitted by the lecturers, based on the final 10 lectures of the course. The exam format is open book and the time limit is four days.
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